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Rescue Alternatives Liberia (RAL) is a national human rights, anti-torture and death
penalty advocacy NGO that has being monitoring, investigating, documenting and
reporting human rights violations in prisons, of security behaviors and general human
rights issues in Liberia since 1994. RAL is participating member of several international
groups, including the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT),
World Coalition against the Death Penalty (WCADP).

The Liberia Coalition of Human Rights Defenders (LICHRD) is a network/coalition of
over 30 national NGOs and civil society groups in Liberia dedicated to and active in the
field of human and fundamental rights. LICHRD was established in 2002 and later
rejuvenated 2007 as solidarity among human rights defenders to respond to the
mounting repression of human rights defenders during the era to the former dictator,
Charles Taylor. Up to present, LICHRD continues to provide solidarity among defenders
in Liberia. LICHRD partners, collaborates and gets technical support from the
International Service for Human Rights, Geneva and Amnesty International, London.
LICHRD has network membership with the West Africa Human Rights Defenders
Network (WAHRDN), the Pan-Africa Human Rights Defenders Network (PAHRDN), and
African Court Coalition (ACC).

Team:

Jarwlee Tweh Geegbe, LICHRD/RAL
Otis Kun, RAL and

Isaac Weah, LICHRD
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Introduction

The human rights situation in Liberia is [l
still volatile. The most serious human §
rights abuses are tied to lack of justice:
judicial inefficiency and corruption; §
lengthy pretrial detention; denial of due
process; and harsh prison conditions.
Violence against women and children,
including rape and domestic violence, -
and child labor remain prevalent. Other important human rights abuses
included police abuse, security harassment, and intimidation of detainees and
others; arbitrary arrest and detention. Most of the 2009 recommendations of
the Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) are yet to be
implemented.

Courtesv of Associated Press
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The nation state has been engulfed with the outbreak of the Ebola Virus
Disease (EVD), which is being battled since March 2014 when it was first
reported. It was not effectively dealt with until a wider outbreak reached the
capital in July 2014. Up to September 30, 2014, the disease has claimed at
least 2,800 lives in West Africa with Liberia accounting for over half the total.

In an effort to combat this disease, a National Task Force on Ebola (NTFE)
was formed with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf heading with a majority
membership of non-medical personnel but security agents, among others. To
combat the spread, measures were taken, including the quarantine and
deployment of heavily armed personnel in West Point in Monrovia, Dolo
Town inMargibi County and parts of Bomi County.

This report documents accounts of incidents that occurred in West Point
during the 10-day of quarantine. The largest slums community of West Point
woke up on Wednesday, 20 August 2014 to the presence of heavily armed
soldiers, police and immigration officers and announcement of the over the

' US State Department 2013 Human Rights Report
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60,000 inhabitants been quarantined. There were violent clashes between
the residents and armed personnel that led to the death and injuries of at
least three youths. It was reported that during and before the 10 days siege,
alleged numerous human rights violations were reportedly committed by the
Government. On Saturday, 30 August 2014, the quarantine was lifted by the
Government.

Upon that, Rescue Alternatives Liberia (RAL) and Liberia Coalition of Human
Rights Defenders (LICHRD) launched an investigation into information of
human rights violations in the community during the quarantine. The research
attempted to respond to the question — “What happened during the
quarantined period™?

With this task, over a period of 5 days, monitors interviewed at least 20
residents who were in the community throughout the quarantined period to
get their accounts as well as victims of alleged violations. Henceforth, the
following were identified:
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Findings

Torture and Illegal Detention

Man Alleges Torture and Detention

A man, aged 44 (name withheld) was tortured and detained on Tuesday, 19
August 2014, a day before the West Point quarantine on accusation of looting
the West Point Ebola Center. He informed the team that he was allegedly
torture and illegally detained by soldiers and police. He said, “| was beaten
with gun muscles and butts, sticks, batons by soldiers and police officers,
handcuffed to a 5KVA generator” (about 65KG) in weight and was made to
carry it on his head. He was jailed for 1 day at the Zone 8 Police Station in
Monrovia and throughout the night, he was always taken with dead Ebola
bodies for burials and threatened to be killed and buried with the bodies.

The victim, tortured by armed men along with another who failed to speak
about it, explained that on Saturday, 16 August 2014 residents of West Point
vandalized and looted an Ebola Center in West Point that was setup by the
Government. This brought a bit of misunderstandings between the residents
of the Township and the Government.

Firstly, the setup of the Ebola center in
West Point did not meet the consent of the
residents of West Point. After rising
concerns from residents, the Government
expanded that it was for any West Point
Ebola victim, and will not be for people out
for West Point. But, to their surprise,
secondly, they had other suspected Ebola
patients from far distances brought in the
center and was always reporting death
cases as if they were from the Township,
while the families of those persons could not be found in the Township. With
the many queries for redress went without response, the residents got angry
and burst into the center in vandalisms, claiming that the reported Ebola

A victim of torture in West Point
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death news in that manner was posing treat on the Township and creating
fear in the people.

As the people looted the center, the victim explained that “while seated in
front of my house, on Saturday, 16 August 2014”, he saw some men carrying
mattresses and a generator, which he seized. He later called on the West
Point Township Commissioner, Haja Flowers informing her, of the looting and
those items that he got hold on.

Three days after, on Tuesday, 19 August 2014, to his surprise while home,
he saw at least 3 dozens well-armed soldiers along with the Commissioner
and the District Representative, Hon. Solomon George at his house and
“pointed at me”. Right away, the armed men including one Jarnyenneh (alias
General Power)2 along with his bodyguards started to beat on him and
forcefully demanded him to carry the 5-KVA generator on his head while his
left hand was cuffed to the generator, alleging that he was one of those who
looted the Ebola center. The victim said, “I was taken from one point to
another along with Ebola bodies in a police pickup looking for burial sites”,
while in their custody, at any time an officer would hit on him with a gun butt,
some using thick belts, slaps and punches at any part of his body. Some
even threaten that “they will kill and bury me with Ebola bodies because
touched Ebola materials”.

On early Saturday morning, 20 August 2014 at 12:30-1:00am, he was taken
to the Police Headquarters and later sent to the Police Zone-8 depot in
Monrovia where he was locked up in a deplorable cell (no light, toilet and
ventilation, leaking roof causing water in the entire cell).

When quizzed as to his willingness to seek redress through any legal means,
the victim said that “I have no word to speak on that with what | went through,
because we are in a state of emergency”. He continued that “my life is also at
risk seeing what | went through in the presence of Commissioner Flowers
and Representative George, saying nothing and watched on as the soldiers
beat on me and took me away”.

2 General Poweis a Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) war crime accused related to his association
with the NPFL, LURD and associate with the Taylor’s ATU. He is recorded of ordering and executing number of
atrocities of war crimes and crimes against humanity during the 14-year Liberian civil war. He works with the
National Security Agency (NSA), directed by the President’s son, Fumba Sirleaf.
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Excessive Use of Force

The quarantining of West Point was witnessed with the excessive use of
force by armed men (soldiers and police). Live weapons were discharged on
armless residents, flogging, etc. The actions of the armed men led to the
death of at least one person and injuring of at least two youths and the
flogging of several women and children.

AFL Soldiers Shot at People

A resident of West Point, Othello
Danbarbiah, said the Wednesday, 20
== August 2014 incident that took place
% in West Point was caused after the
— Township Commissioner said that
“those in the Township have Ebola’,
-~ ) and at the same time she was
An AFL Soldier in readiness for West Pointers  getting her people out of the
Township. Mr. Danbarbiah narrated
that during the riot; he saw an AFL soldier dressed himself like “Arab man” to
hide his identity before shooting. He said after the soldiers shot and knocked
the boy (Shaki) down, the “soldiers went to the boy and stepped him before
passing over him”. Danbarbiah said he was also a target during the riot over
his role in getting one of the bad wire victims (Sylvester Kromah) from the
scene to his father to be treated. He said they came to him after an AFL
soldier shot him with tear gas, and later he Danbarbiah was called by one of
the AFL soldiers asking him to leave the scene because his colleagues were
targeting him for his role in the process.

Courtesv of Associated Press

He said, other police officers that are residing in the Township were beaten
by the soldiers in their (West Point Police Officers) attempt to leave the
Township. He also noted that some girls were sexually harassed around the
Kru Beach area in West Point. Making reference to a particular family that he
did not name, but stated how the soldiers burst into the family home and
scripted the girls naked in search of money and other valuables.
Unfortunately, the girls could not be identified or reached. Mr. Danbarbiah
even said that people were charged around Five Hundred (500) to One
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Thousand (1,000) Liberian Dollars (equivalent to US$ 7.00 and 15.00,
respectively) to be allowed to get out for their food and other items from
across.

Another resident, Kenneth Martu, told the team that securities said in
preventing the people of West Point from stopping the Commissioner from
getting securities forces started to throw tear gas in the midst of the people.
That which prompted the people to throw stones at the securities and as
things started to get more tensed, the soldiers started to shoot and beat those
that they were able to get hold of. As a result of the excessive use of force by
the soldiers, people got wounded from gun shots and other weapons they
used against the people. .

Deaths 3
Bullets wounds delayed to seek to | \
treatment and denial of treatment
led to the death of a youth, Shaki
Kamara, age 16. Little Shaki
sustained several bullets wounds
to his both legs, which led to his
excessive bleeding to death. He *
was left to where he was shot,
unable to move for hours, while the armed men went after their other preys in
violence, which lasted at least four hours. Having contained and satisfied
their actions of violence on their preys (West Pointers), Shaki and another
youth Titus Nahaun who sustained bullet wound in his abdomen were taken
by an army vehicle and dumped at the JFK in Sinkor, following their refusals
by the hospital staff. The two were later rescued by Street Child, a national
child-centered NGO working with street and poor children living in slum
communities, of which Titus is a beneficiary. They were picked from the JFK
and taken to the Redemption Hospital on Bushrod Island, where they were
accepted. With no or little medical attention at the Redemption, Shaki bled to
death from the injuries on his both legs.

e PO L N Y

Shaki Kamara, a victim who die from bullets

In another report of death at the hands of armed men were with a youth, age
about 22 and only referred to as “Khadifi’. He died at sea during the
quarantine in West Point while on a fishing expedition with a friend. On a day
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of their fishing expedition3, they were arrested by the Coast Guard on the
Mesurado River and asked to returned to land after confiscating their
peddles. They were instructed to peddle the canoe with their hands, which
led to the capsizing of the canoe. Khadifi could not survived the swimming
and subsequently drown in the full view of the Coast Guard at the scene. In
the team’s research, his friend (named withheld) failed to be taped or
photographed and asked to be anonymous. His fiancée also failed to speak
to monitors. Khadifi's body is yet to be found, while his colleague remained
shock and traumatized.

Bullets Injuries

Another young boy, age 20, pleaded to be
unnamed, sustained bullet wounds to his left
hand from live bullets fired by armed men
during the standoff between the residents of
West Point and armed soldiers and police
officers on Wednesday, 20 August 2014. The
boy, a petit trader, was hit by a bullet while
returning home with his wheelbarrow, fleeing Another victim of shooting
from the scene of the violence. The victim was abandoned and left to seek
medical attention at the Soniwein Clinic following the injury. He was helped
by a neighbor to get him out of West Point to seek the treatment. He told the
team that his neighbor paid money to a police officer for his passage.

In the sufficiently publicized injury is with a youth, Titus Nahaun, age 22, who
was hit with a bullet in his lower abdomen. Like the murdered Shaki, Titus
was left for hours at the shooting scene in West Point and later taken and
dumped at the JFK Hospital by the army for hours after being refused by
hospital staff. He was later helped by his organization, Street Child and taken
to the Redemption Hospital, where they were accepted, but abandoned by
medical staff. At the hospital, he watched his friend, Shaki Kamara died from
excessive bleeding and begging him (Titus) to tell the world what has
happened and how he (Shaki) had died. With no medical attention and
following the death of his friend, Shaki, Street Child moved him to the
Seventh Day Adventist Cooper Hospital in Sinkor. An initial US$200.00

3 Fishing is the means of survival and livelihood of residents of West Point
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payment of fees was made by the West Point Commissioner, Haja Flowers
on behalf of the Government and later another US$500.00. The SDA Cooper
Hospital carried on two surgeries on his internal system. Following the
surgeries and not being well. He was sent home when the money paid was
exhausted and to return after a week. He went home without medication, nor
requisite food for his condition. He was again abandoned by the Government.
However, attentions were drawn following various media focuses directed at
the boy’s condition, the Government responded with returning him to the SD
Cooper Hospital, but amidst inhumane requests.

Bullet Victim denied
Treatment

On Monday, 22 September 2014,
Titus returned to the SD Cooper
Hospital as was requested. The
Hospital requested Titus and his
family to extend apologies to the
hospital staff for statements he and his
family allegedly made about the hospital’s treatment. It was said that Titus
said “he is not well treated at the SD Cooper Hospital’. It is also alleged that
his uncle, Mr. Kissi Johnson also made a statement on the media concerning
who was responsible for the cost of the Hospital bill, when he tried to
acknowledged the contribution of Street Child towards Titus, as he also
acknowledged initial money (200.00USD, 500.00USD, as fees at the
Hospital) spent by Commissioner Flowers. Base on the information and until
‘he can apologize”, Titus was denied his treatment by the S.D Cooper
Administration. The hospital was further raged due to the interview he
granted with SKY FM'’s Tete Geebro, where he said he did not want to be
treated here at the S.D Cooper Hospital, especially in Liberia. Moreover, he is
not getting the right treatment as he continues to go through pains. This burst
into a serious problem, for which the Administration of the S.D Cooper stated
that Titus was spoiling the image of the hospital by saying he did not receive
the right treatment and that the bills was not paid by the Township
Commissioner.

Titus, a victim shot in his abdomen
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On that note, The Doctor Jane, who performed the previous two surgeries
demanded apology on the media from the victim and his uncle to the
administration of the S.D.A Cooper Hospital and the Commissioner of the
Township of West Point. This she demanded, before he can be accepted for
treatment at the Hospital, because “they did well for the victim to be where he
is right now”, she continued. The idea to apologize was refused by Titus, but
was talked into doing that by his relatives and bye-passers after his uncle had
already done his, cautioning him that he should leave all things constant and
make an apology because of his condition and to save his life. Against that,
Titus made an apology. Surprisingly, without the invitation to the press, at
least five (5) journalists were there to cover Titus’ apologies.

Other Securities’ Violations

State securities have shown other unprofessional and unethical conducts,
besides those previously discussed in this report. We saw the Excessive Use
of Force, Torture and Detention. Acts of Treats, Instilling Fears,
Harassments, Extortion of Money were among other alleged violations during
the quarantined period in West Point (from 20 to 30 August 2014).

Threats/Instilling Fears

Woman Abused and threatened to be Fired

On Wednesday, 20 August 2014, a mother of 3 suffered threats of being shot
and got frightened from soldiers. Mariama was out about 7 pm on that day in
search of her children, who have gone missing during the violence, earlier.
She was ordered indoors despite her plead that she was searching for her
children. They remarked that “we don’t care about your children, all we say is
go in your house or we will shot you”, Mariama explained. Mariama told the
team that while in that process, she saw other soldiers of the AFL beating on
a pregnant woman with gun and some were using wire and sticks. And later,
the pregnant woman was taken in by one of Mariama’s closed neighbors.
She informed the team that one Fula national was also shot in the process
along with the late, Shaki Kamara. Mariama narrated that there was lot of
people that were beaten by officers of AFL, PSU and ERU with sticks,
batons, wire, and army belts.
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Woman Escapes Tear Gas

A woman, aged 36 said on Wednesday, 20 August 2014, when she heard
that the Township was being quarantined for Ebola, only did she know that
the state securities were coming to share gun shots and tears gases. She
said it was on that day during the riot, state securities forcibly sent them
indoor by throwing tear gas among them to disburse, while some state
securities threatened of what they planned to do to the people of West Point.
She stated that as they ran inside, they saw a pregnant lady beaten by
members of the securities, but later recognized that the lady was her relative
and was taken inside by her.

This pregnant woman could not be reached for her story.

Gun Sounds Create Fear for West Point Residents

Mr. Albert Kondoe narrated that on Wednesday, 20 August 2014, he was at
his residence closed to where the incident took place when he heard gun
sounds and later people running about as though armed fighting has erupted.
Mr. Kondoe said, people were chased by securities in the community and
beaten. Securities forces used live bullets, electric batons, wire, and army
belts against the people of West Point during the riot which saw several
persons injured.

Harassments

Woman threatened to be shot

An elderly woman, Mother Rebecca Gayedeh, a resident of West Point said
during the 20 August 2014 incident, a soldier of the Armed Forces of Liberia
stepped their house door and entered, threatened to shoot her in the house.
The breaking was in pursuit of residents that they believed ran into her
house. Ma Rebecca said, that evening, about 4-5pm, state securities were
seen parading the community as people were in fear. But she thanked God
that she was not killed, because “when these people harm you, they will say
you have Ebola”, she added.
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Securities Extortion, Burglaries and Theft

Coast Guard Extorted Money from Kru Fishermen:

Tina Dargbeh, resident of the Township of West Point, narrated that due to
the 20 August 2014 riot, Kru fishermen from West Point were arrested on sea
by Sailors of the Liberian Coast Guard and asked to pay some amount of
dollars. These fishermen had as they always do, gone on sea night before.
This was the case of the quarantining. She said, some of these fishermen
were held on sea by the Coast Guard and out of fear of arrest, some got in
the water to escape, while the others settled in giving money.

Another resident, Anthony Wonder, confirmed the Coast Guards actions. He
stated that one of his close friends (only known as Matthew) was a victim, he
was beaten and got wounded from the rock in escaping from the Coast
Guard.

State Securities Use Curfew to Take Away Properties

In an interview with an elder, Martin Koffa on what took place in the Township
of West Point on 20 August 2014, Mr. Koffa said the Government of Liberia
made a mistake in establishing Ebola patients’ holding center within the
Township of West Point and especially without the consent of the Township
dwellers. He said, given the huge and congested the population is in West
Point an Ebola center will not be managed properly. As the tension from the
riot ceased down, Martin said state securities started to moved in with force in
the community, beating and forcing people indoors at day time and at the
same time taking people things away. He also stated a case where some
armed soldiers during the evening of the same day had two persons arrested
while passing through the community. They (soldiers) arrested his (Martin)
wife who was drying fish in front of their house. The soldiers demanded that
his wife goes with them, but she refused insisting that she had paid huge
amount of money for her fish and was unable to leave it out. As the soldiers
mounted more pressure, his wife and the others pleaded with the soldiers
and settled the soldiers’ alternative demand of L$600.00 (six hundred
Liberian Dollars), equivalent to US$7.00 each to set them free. Martin also
pointed out that securities were using the means of curfew to break open into
homes and take away their properties. He also said a man and his wife were
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indoors on the evening of 20 August when soldiers burst into their home, beat
the man and took away their stereo speaker. Also, he (Martin) mentioned that
in obtaining food from outside the quarantined West Point, some securities
were seen taking money from people for their food to be allowed to pass
through the check point.

AFL, ERU and PSU Burst into Homes

A resident, Elizabeth Tarpeh, revealed that during the first 3 days that the
curfew, 21 — 24 August 2014, soldiers of the Armed Forces of Liberia, Police
Support Unit (PSU), Emergency Response Unit (ERU) officers forcedly
entered into homes and took away items, including cell phones, many and
other valuable items. Securities alleged that the people broke the curfew as
they were washing movies and playing loud music. Elizabeth also said that
people were beaten as they (securities) took away those properties. Elizabeth
said women, men and children were beaten seriously by securities led by a
notorious General Power, who daughter was also part of those that looted the
Ebola center that was set up in West Point.

Money to be Let Out

Fatu Kaba, a resident of the Township, said securities officers took money
from citizens, including her to enable them go out of the Township to get food
or make any other businesses. She also told the team that boy scouts
empowered themselves they took people money and phones away during the
time of the West Point quarantine. Fatu narrated that a man called Muller on
Tuesday, 19 August 2014 was beaten and forced to carry a SKVA generator
on his head from West Point to several places in Monrovia by some members
of the state securities in the presence of the Township Commissioner and the
District Representative. It was alleged that Muller was one of those that broke
into the Ebola center that was set up in West Point.
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Securities Assaults and Brutalities

Securities Brutalities against Citizens

Mr. Daniel Gray, a West Pointer, said as a result of West Point Commissioner
getting her family out of West Point on 20 August 2014, several persons were
beaten severely and shot by the state securities. Gray said, AFL soldiers beat
on people with Electric Batons, wire, thick rope and use of pepper spray. Mr.
Gray said AFL personnel ran after people between houses and by far
bursting into his father house and put a lady out under gun point, but later left
her as people came around. Mr. Gray also recorded that a man was beaten
severely by some members of the AFL along the Johansson Road in West
Point, despite the man’s plead that he was in search of a place to serve
nature. He said, they beat the man leaving him helpless and alleged that the
man has Ebola.

A boy, age 17 of the township of West Point, Emmanuel Sonpon said he was
also mal-handled by security officers, alleging that he (Emmanuel) threw
stones at them. Emmanuel said, while the officers were taking him away,
residents of the community pleaded and testified that he did not throw stones,
but was still taken away and flogged.

States Securities Brutalities

Monitoring the riot that took place in the
Township of West Point, residents of the |
Township disclosed how men, women and
children were beaten by state securities. In
an interview with Mr. Saah Nyumah, a
resident stated how people were beaten
during the riot that took place between the
state securities and residents of West Point
on Wednesday, 20 August 2014. Mr.
Nyumah said states securities were seen beating citizens with electric
batons, wires and army belt. They also shot at people during the riot, which
led to the injuries of many.
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Woman was Assaulted

A lady, named Hawa Kamara, stated that
she was beaten by state securities during
the riot in the Township of West Point on
Wednesday, 20 August 2014. In an
interview, Hawa said she was flogged by
members of the AFL, PSU and ERU led by
one “General Power’. Hawa stated, ‘it is :
the same General Power, who did lots of #
wickedness to people during the 6 April
1996 war in Liberia”, again was part of the -z8 &
state securities beating people during the
riot. When asked as to whether General Power was part of the state
securities or the National Task Force on Ebola, she said, “| don't know”. In
fact, “General Power had no uniform on, but was seen with a pistol on his
side”. Hawa said as the state securities started to beat on them, she ran
home and later she heard some gun shots after which she got to know that
her neighbor son got shot in the legs.
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Government Responses

All efforts to get responses from the Ministry of Defense and Liberia National
Police have proved futile as spokesmen remain tight-lipped or referred us to
their bosses who were not available for any meeting. We were told that the
Government was conducting investigations in the matters and the findings will
represent Government's response. Unfortunately, the findings of the
investigation were presented to the President, Madam Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf
in a report and are yet to be made public.

The Government has refuted all findings of the investigation except the
shooting that caused the death of Shaki Kamara and the injuries to Titus
Nahaun, though following increased condemnations and reports. The
accession was made in a media interview with the Minister of National
Defense.

Conclusion

The Army and Police acted unprofessionally and unethically in the discharge
of their duties as armed agencies. The Armed Forces of Liberia and the
Liberia National Police have betrayed the trust of the people. This brings to
the population to further deepen their lack of trust in the Police, while this
questions the true meaning of whether the “newly formed Army” is the
protector of the people or of the powerful authorities.

The high hopes of the people in the military and police in providing security
have being dashed and remain frustrating when the Government will be
unable to respond in re-building the daunting image of these institutions. The
Government has proven lack of commitment to the Solemn OATH taken in
protecting the Constitution of Liberia when taking office. It needs to show true
meaning to its people.
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Recommendations

In view of the findings, we suggest the following recommendations:
|. Thorough investigation be conducted by an independent body,
comprising well-respected and high-profiled persons, to be set up by
the President in close consultations with Human Rights CSOs,
Legislature, Religious and Traditional leaders, among others;
II.  Make public the findings from the Body’s investigations;
lIl.  Publicly prosecute and penalize perpetrators in the West Point
incidents; and
IV.  Provide monetary compensations to victims and their families for
losses incurred.
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